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Newsletter # 06                December 19th, 2018  
 
DATES TO REMEMBER    

Thursday, December 20th  Primary Christmas Concert 1pm and 7pm 
Friday, December 21st  Last Day prior to Winter Break 
Monday, January 7th  School opens after Winter Break 
Monday, January 14th Collaboration Afternoon – Students dismissed at 1:15 pm 
Friday, January 25th  Hot Lunch – Hotdog Day 
Wednesday, February 6th  Collaboration Afternoon – Students dismissed at 1:15 pm 
Friday, February 15th  Pro D Day – Students not in attendance 
Monday, February 18th  Family Day – School Closed 
Friday, February 22nd  Hot Lunch – Domino’s Pizza 
Monday, February 25th  Report Card Prep Half Day – students dismissed at 11:05 am 
Friday, March 8th  Term 2 Report Cards Issued 
Wednesday, March 13th  Parent Teacher Interviews – Students dismissed at 1:30 pm 
Thursday, March 14th  Parent Teacher Interviews – Students dismissed at 1:30 pm 
Friday, March 15th  Last Day prior to Spring Break 
Monday, April 1st  School Re-opens after Spring Break 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK:  “It’s not what’s under the Christmas tree that matters; it’s who’s around it” 
 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
FROM THE STAFF OF DOROTHY PEACOCK ELEMENTARY 
Excitement is building. Christmas is a magical time. As we get caught up in the business of the 
season we often forget how the simplest things bring such amazing joy. Everywhere in the Primary 
classrooms and hallways the elves have been busy at work. The squeals of glee and the look of amazement in 
little eyes as they discover what mischief the elves have been up to makes you realize just how special this 
time is for little people.  If you have not had time to stop and reflect on how special this time of year is, we hope 
that seeing, hearing, and experiencing the magic through the eyes of our Primary students, as they present a 
special musical concert, will leave you ready to embrace the holiday season. A concert takes lots of work by a 
lot of people. First and foremost, to our students, thank you for working so hard to prepare for this concert. We 
are so proud of you. You are the heart of our school. To a dedicated and caring staff, who give so much of 
themselves working with your kids, thank you. We know how fortunate the students and parents are to have 
you working with their children. Finally, to our parents, thank you for your ongoing help and support. Each day 
you work to ensure your children come to school ready to learn; and some days we know that is a challenge. 
Many of you are able to serve on the PAC Executive, co-ordinate hot lunches, help the Peacock Stars with 
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their special projects, volunteer in classrooms, drive and/or supervise on field trips. To each and every one, 
thank you, for helping make our school such a special place.  
To your family from all the staff at Dorothy Peacock Elementary we wish you a wonderful Christmas. We hope 
this holiday season will bring you many special memories and a time to reflect on the meaning and magic of 
this season. We know for some of our families Christmas can be a very hard time. As families gather special 
members are missing, leaving big holes. Please know our thoughts are with you. As we hear of devastating 
events taking place around the world we are reminded of the importance of taking time with family and friends 
and enjoying every moment of every day. To our families that are travelling, we wish you safe journeys. We 
look forward to everyone’s return on Monday, January 7, 2019. 
 
FIRST FORMAL REPORT WENT HOME LAST FRIDAY… NO MONDAY 
We tried and tried to send the first formal report card last Friday, (December 14). If you have not received the 
paper copy of your child’s report card, sent home on Monday, December 17, please ask your child. If they do 
not know, please contact the school. Again, thank you to the many parents who tried to help solve the problem 
by letting us know what was and what was not working. No, we were NOT the only school with issues. We also 
learned this week that the School District has experienced Denial of service attacks. Telus and PLNET are 
working with the District to solve the issues.  We are not sure if this may have also added to the problems we 
were experiencing.   
                                                                                                                                                                          
What a privilege it was for me to be able to read each and every report card. How proud I am of each and 
every student. From the positive, informative comments teachers have spent hours preparing, it is evident we 
have students committed to working hard and enjoying the learning opportunities, their teachers have provided 
for them. Behind each student are caring parents/guardians helping, supporting, and encouraging these young 
learners. Thank you for your ongoing support. It takes all of us working together to help your child grow and 
learn. Please remember, a child’s report card is a snap shot of the learning that has occurred in his/her 
classroom since September. If after seeing your child’s report card you have any concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact your child’s teacher. Remember, you never have to wait for a report card conference time to 
meet with your child’s teacher to discuss a concern you might have. Open communication helps everyone who 
works with your child.  
 
WAYS TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD  
As children progress through school, they do need help and support. One of the biggest impacts we are trying 
to deal with is the use of technology. We understand in the business of life that allowing our kids to use their 
devices keeps them entertained. We are seeing the impact on kids learning. Kids need to have real 
conversations with the people in their world. Doing a puzzle, building with blocks and or Lego, reading a book, 
practicing letters and their sounds, drawing, journaling are such important building blocks to literacy. These 
cost very little and the positive impact lasts a life time. Hopefully over the holidays there will be time when 
technology is shut down and time is spent just enjoying family time. 
 
CHECKING DEVICES   
We cannot stress to you enough that if your child has a phone, if they are communicating with other people 
online that you keep a very close check on what is being shared. Kids do not fully realize where the sharing of 
inappropriate things can lead. Their reputations can be damaged for a lifetime. Please be vigilant. We cannot 
stress that enough to you. If your child is receiving a phone this Christmas, please ensure that you discuss 
respectful use and how to keep himself/herself safe. (Ex. Geographic locator is it on or off. How can that 
impact them? What can be shared, what should never be shared, and how rude comments and bad language 
is a reflection of them and you).  
 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT INVITE – KINDERGARTEN to GRADE 3 
Throughout the hallways, you can hear the sound of children’s voices practicing their songs in preparation for 
Thursday, December 20th. The Primary students and staff invite everyone to come and join them as we 
prepare for this wonderful holiday season. There will be two concerts a Matinee at 1:00 and an evening 
performance at 7 pm. Seating is first come first serve. We respectfully ask that, as an audience, you remain for 
the whole concert so that all children have an opportunity to perform to a “Full House”. Please take time to 
enjoy the decorations done by the Intermediate students under the leadership of Miss McNeill. 
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A SPECIAL VISITOR                                                                                                                                           
On Friday, December 14, throughout our hallways could be heard, “HO! HO! HO!”. Taking time from his busy 
schedule, Santa spent time visiting each of our classrooms, talking with your children and often having a class 
picture taken with Santa. We thank Santa very much for coming to spread some Christmas cheer. 

NEWS FROM THE PEACOCK STARS - The Peacock Stars wish to thank everyone who has contributed 
something to their “Adopt a Grandparent Project”. What a huge success. Thank you for helping make 
Christmas special for our friends at Langley Gardens.  
 
PAJAMA AND STUFFED ANIMAL DAY 
Friday, December 21 is a favourite school spirit day; Pajama and Stuffed Animal Day. Cozy pajamas, on a cool 
December morning, sounds so good! We always look forward to seeing the collection of stuffed animals that 
spend their day with us.  

STAFFING NEWS                                                                                                                                                                
Our school will experience a huge change on December 31, 2018. Our Head Custodian, Mr. Chudyk will be 
retiring. Mr. Chudyk has been with us since 2003, providing outstanding service to our school. We wish him all 
the very best as he begins this new phase in his life’s journey. 

This Friday is also the time when we say good bye to Mrs. Pinkerton and Mrs. MacKenzie. These two teachers 
have been absolutely amazing to the students in Division 12 and the school. We cannot thank them enough for 
coming in and allowing these students to have a great First Term. They will now return to the life of retirement. 
They will be missed very much.  

On Janauary 7th we are pleased to welcome to DPE, Mrs. Karen Coesel. Mrs. Coesel will be taking over as the 
teacher of Division 12 until June, 2019. She is very excited and looking forward to joining the staff and getting 
to know the students and parents of Division 12.    

SPECIAL, IMPORTANT DATE FOR 2019                                                                                                               
Before we know it, Christmas will be over, the decorations down and everyone ready to settle into 2019. Two 
special things of which you need to be aware are Kindergarten and Middle School Consultation. 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION OPENS MONDAY, JANUARY 21, 201                                                     
All children who will be five years old by December 31, 2019 (children born in 2014) are eligible for the 
Kindergarten program beginning September 4, 2019.  Registrations received after March 31, 2019 will be 
considered late.  Late registration may affect placement in your catchment school due to space limitations. The 
following documents are required at the time of registration: 

1. Proof of Age (Birth Certificate). 
2. Proof of Canadian Citizenship or Permanent Resident Status must be provided for the parent 

(Canadian Birth Certificate, Canadian Citizenship Card, Canadian Passport, Landed Immigrant 
documentation, Permanent Resident documentation/cards) 

3. Proof of residence (Driver’s License, Utility Bill or Lease/Rental Agreement). 

We will send out more information and registration times in early 2019. Please let any neighbours, who 
have children eligible for Kindergarten and do not have children in our school, of this important date. 

PARENTS OF K, GRADE 4 & 7 STUDENTS – Today you will receive a special email with regards to 
upcoming surveys, in January and February, that the District is hoping your child will participate in so they can 
gather important information for future planning.  

READY, SET LEARN 
It’s that time of year again. All 3 and 4 year old’s are welcome to attend these free sessions.  Please see 
attached registration for more information.  The first session is on January 18th.  Register with the office. 



4 
 

Information About School Status During Inclement Weather 

Snow closures and power outages are an annual occurrence in Langley School District.  So where do you go to 

get information about the status of schools during periods of inclement weather?  If you are able to access the 

internet via computer or smartphone, current information about Langley schools can be accessed at 

www.sd35.bc.ca.  Alerts regarding school status will appear as a banner at the top of the District website and 

all school websites.  Clicking on ‘More Details’ will provide more information.  We will also post updates to 

Twitter @LangleySchools and Facebook www.Facebook.com/LangleySchoolDistrict. 

PAC NEWS 
HOT LUNCH 
The next round of hot lunches will be available for ordering this Friday, December 21st until Thursday, January 
17th.  Order as soon as possible so you don’t forget over the holiday.  Hot Lunch information is attached. 
 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Here is the link for the latest community events:  https://www.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/community-bulletin-board/  
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