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Newsletter # 05                November 30th, 2018  
 
DATES TO REMEMBER    

Friday, December 14th  Term 1 Report Cards Issued 
Friday, December 14th  Hot Lunch – Ming and Sing/Cobs 
Friday, December 14th  Candy Lane Lane 9:00 – 3:00pm in the Gym 
Thursday, December 20th  Primary Christmas Concert 
Friday, December 21st  Last Day prior to Winter Break 
Monday, January 7th  School opens after Winter Break 
Monday, January 14th Collaboration Afternoon – Students dismissed at 1:15 pm 
Friday, January 25th  Hot Lunch – Hotdog Day 
Wednesday, February 6th  Collaboration Afternoon – Students dismissed at 1:15 pm 
Friday, February 15th  Pro D Day – Students not in attendance 
Monday, February 18th  Family Day – School Closed 
Friday, February 22nd  Hot Lunch – Domino’s Pizza 
Monday, February 25th  Report Card Prep Half Day – students dismissed at 11:05 am 
Friday, March 8th  Term 2 Report Cards Issued 
Wednesday, March 13th  Parent Teacher Interviews – Students dismissed at 1:30 pm 
Thursday, March 14th  Parent Teacher Interviews – Students dismissed at 1:30 pm 
Friday, March 15th  Last Day prior to Spring Break 
Monday, April 1st  School Re-opens after Spring Break 

 
 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: “Our days are happier when we give people a bit or our heart rather 
than a piece of our mind”  
 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
How quickly this first term of the 2018-2019 is coming to a close. Today the kids left school in the month of 
November and on Monday they return in the month of December with only a few weeks of school left for 2018. 
Kids are working hard to learn even when things become challenging and frustrating. Kids do well when they 
can. Teachers are planning wonderful lessons, encouraging kids to read and think critically and then spending 
many hours of their own time preparing your child’s first formal report card of the year. Our support staff 
continues to do an outstanding job supporting all learners. You are truly blessed to have this talented, 
committed group of individuals working with your children. At the heart of all we do are the DPE kids. We are 
so thankful for the ones who come prepared, each day, well rested and eager to work to the best of their ability 
and to challenge themselves to learn, even when it is hard. We are proud of you.    
 
 

Dorothy Peacock 

 

Elementary School 
20292 91A Ave. Langley, B. C. V1M 2G2 
Phone:  604-513-8000   
Fax:      604-513-8008 
 

Principal: Ms Joanne Rempel 
Vice Principal: Ms. Dawn Driver 
Principal Emeritus:  Mr. Earl McWilliams 
Secretary: Mrs. Lori Lipp 
PAC  President:  Mrs. Tanya McLachlan 

E-mail:  jrempel@sd35.bc.ca Mission Statement:  Working together as a community, we 
encourage caring, responsibility and a love of learning that will 
last a lifetime. 

School Web Site:  www.sd35.bc.ca/dpe 

District Web Site:   www.sd35.bc.ca 
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VOLLEYBALL SEASON OVER 

This week brought an end to our volleyball season. It was wonderful to see so many girls in grade 
six and seven take advantage of this opportunity.  We are extremely proud of the good 
sportsmanship and dedication they showed in practices and games.  Thank you to the parents 

who drove and were our #1 Cheering Section.  Thank you to Mr. Dueck, and Mrs. Mitchell for coaching. 
 
BASKETBALL COACHES NEEDED 
Basketball season will soon be here. It starts in January and we are on the look-out for volunteers to coach the 
grade 6 & 7 boys and girls teams.  The coach could be a parent or a former student with a good knowledge of 
basketball.  If you are able to help, please contact the school. Without coaches, we cannot offer this 
extracurricular activity to our students.  
 
MOTHER NATURE CAN = WET CLOTHES                                                                                                       
As the rain continues to fall, puddles form, the field gets wetter but the desire to be outside is just as great!! We 
want the kids to be outside at recess and lunch as much as possible. Sometimes this means your child might 
get very wet if they play on the field or jump in a puddle or two. It really helps your child and you, if an extra set 
of dry clothes is packed in the back pack. This enables your child to change into dry clothing and saves you 
having to come to school. 

COLDER WEATHER COMING PLEASE DRESS ACCORDINGLY                                                                 
The weather man is promising sunnier but much colder days ahead. We remind you that kids need to be 
dressed for the weather. We still have a number of kids coming to school without jackets and then complain 
that they are too cold when they have to go outside at recess and lunch time. Please encourage your child to 
dress for the weather. 
 
SICK KIDS – IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR!    
If your child is not well...fever, runny nose, cough, sore throat…you are advised to keep your 
child at home until they are feeling better. We are starting to see a few kids away with the flu 
and we want to stop the spread as quickly as we can. We also have some children with a 
compromised immune system, so for them being around sick kids is very difficult and dangerous for 
them. Please help us keep our school healthy by being diligent in recognizing early signs of cold and flu and 
keep your children home until they are better and no longer contagious. You might want to consider having 
your family immunized with the flu shot.  
 
HOW IS YOUR FAMILY’S SCREEN TIME? DOES IT NEED A TUNE UP? 
How much time do your kids spend in front of screens? How much do you spend? Does the use of screens 
interfere with your family time? Are screens in your child’s bedroom? Does your child’s behaviour reflect some 
of the games they may be playing?  When was the last time you checked what your child has been doing on 
his/her phone or in the chat rooms he/she is using?  
  

When we talk about screen time it is important to note that it includes the time you spend watching TV or 
DVDs, using computers, playing video or hand-held computer games, or using tablets or smartphones. 
Kids copy what you do. You are their role models. How you interact with your screens forms many of their 
habits. As lives get busier and the excitement of using new apps or playing new games builds, we are all 
tempted to spend more and more time on devices. It is strongly recommended that bedrooms are screen free 
and that devices are turned off during meal times so actual face to face conversations can happen. At night, 
kids’ brains need time to rest and regenerate and they need time at meal time to actually have a face to face 
conversation with you at meals. If we are on devices at meal time so will they be. 
 
There is a growing concern over the behaviour kids display on the playground and the games they play on 
their screens. For example, a game some of our youngest students are playing has, “a grannie who hits 
people”. The kids say they like this game because it is, “funny”, until it comes onto the playground and the 
physical pushing and hitting is not very much fun at all. Close monitoring and a discussion about what they are 
watching and/or playing online is strongly advised.  
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For older students, Fortnite, continues to raise concerns. The amount of time kids spend playing this game is 
alarming. Many kids do not want to go outside to play or even socialize with friends face to face because they 
want to play Fortnite. In your home, how many hours are they allowed to play each day? Do you know how 
many hours they are actually playing? What could they be doing instead? Are they up super early in the 
morning to play; even before you are out of bed? 
 
Arguments that come to school can often be traced back to rude and insulting comments kids make to one 
another make in chat rooms or by texting. The level of hurt, harassment, and bullying both by boys and girls 
has increased over the past few years. Often, we hear comments like, “My parents don’t care. They don’t 
check what I do.”  
 
Social media is here to stay. It has many positive features, but it also requires us to use it in moderation and in 
respectful ways. How is your family doing? Is it time for a tune up?  
 
HOUSE TEAMS ARE FORMED 
On Wednesday, the students met in their new houses for the first time this year. At this meeting, the students 
chose their house name and their colours. The Grade Sevens chose the categories Fast Foods and Super 
Powers from which the names could be made. Following the meeting, students in Grade 6 & 7 were invited to 
pick up an application form for Captains and Vice-captain positions. These are due on Friday, December 7th. 
Once the application forms are submitted, the sponsors of each house will select the Captains and Vice-
Captains. The names and colours of the houses are as follows: 
 
HOUSE 1 Raging Red Burgers         Colours: White and Red 
HOUSE 2 Teleporting Donuts         Colours: White and Black 
HOUSE 3  Blue Waterbending Burritos        Colours: White and Blue 
HOUSE 4  Golden Firebreathing Chicken Nuggets   Colours: White and Yellow 
 
NEWS FROM THE PEACOCK STARS 
Over the past few weeks, the Peacock Stars, the school’s leadership team has been working hard to plan 
some important events for the school. Part of the Stars’ role is to plan Spirit Days for the enjoyment of the 
whole school community. As well, they want to help our school community understand the importance of 
helping others both in the community and the world. 
  
SPIRIT DAYS 
Wednesday, December 5 will be Crazy Hat or Crazy Hair Day. This will be the first event that 
will enable students to earn points for their new houses. We look forward to seeing some 
amazing looking hats and/or hair.  
 
Christmas is Coming!! Starting, December 3-21, all students and staff are invited to wear a 
Santa hat. The weather man is saying we might be glad to have those nice warm hats on our heads! 
 
Friday, December 21 Pajama Day and Stuffed Animal Day 
 
THE PEACOCK STARS INVITE YOU TO LEND A HAND TO OUR COMMUNITY 

Everywhere they go, the Peacock Stars are, like you, noticing the sights and sounds of Christmas. 
While excitement is building, we know that there are many people for whom Christmas is just 
another day. They do not have any family with whom to spend this season. Langley Gardens, a 
retirement home for seniors, right in our community, has 60 seniors who do not have family; 40 

women and 20 men. The Peacock Stars have decided that this year as a school community they would like us 
to Adopt a Grandparent. Their hope is to make a stocking for each senior. The stockings will be delivered to 
Langley Gardens on December 21st and they will be handed out to the seniors on December 25th. The 
Peacock Stars are asking for your help.  From December 5 – 17th the stars will be collecting donations to help 
fill a stocking for a senior. The Stars brainstormed some ideas: socks, hard candies, candy canes, and 
toothpaste, and tooth brush, small packages of Kleenex, small hand cream, deck of cards, lip gloss, books, 
crossword puzzles, pens, and pencils as possible ideas.   
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SCENT FREE SCHOOL 
Many people are affected by allergies and often perfumes play a big role in causing discomfort for some. 
Moving forward, we are asking people to restrain from using strong scented products and perfumes. We 
appreciate your consideration and respect for others. 
 
PURDY’S ORDERS ARE ARRIVING 
If you have participated in the Grade 7 fundraiser and placed a Purdy’s order, they will be ready for pick up 
next Tuesday, Dec. 4th at the end of the day after the school dismissal bell.  If you are not able to pick it up at 
this time, please make arrangements to have someone pick it up for you.  Due to limited space in the school, 
we are not able to store them.  We also have many staff members who may be tempted…Thank you for your 
support. 
 

Information About School Status During Inclement Weather 

Snow closures and power outages are an annual occurrence in Langley School District.  So where do you go to 

get information about the status of schools during periods of inclement weather?  If you are able to access the 

internet via computer or smartphone, current information about Langley schools can be accessed at 

www.sd35.bc.ca.  Alerts regarding school status will appear as a banner at the top of the District website and 

all school websites.  Clicking on ‘More Details’ will provide more information.  We will also post updates to 

Twitter @LangleySchools and Facebook www.Facebook.com/LangleySchoolDistrict. 

 
 
PAC NEWS 
DPE PAC PLAYGROUND FUND COIN DRIVE 
Starting Monday December 3, DPE PAC will be collecting toonies for the playground fund. If students are able 
to raise $1000 by the end of school Friday December 7 the entire school will be allowed to have 10 minutes 
extra recess time. If students are able to raise $3000 in the same time frame, the entire school will receive 10 
minutes extra recess time and a freezie!!! Send your pocket change to school to put towards the playground 
fund. 
 
CANDY CANE LANE DECEMBER 14 - 9:00 AM 3:00 PM  
Thank you! Thank you! The DPE PAC received so many donations and we are looking forward to a great 
event. All items are $2! Each student in each division will get a chance to purchase 5 items during their own 
special time in Candy Cane Lane. They will also get their items gift wrapped by our special “volunteer” elves. 
After school, we will open CCL to parents, grandparents and the community until 3:00ish. If your child would 
like to buy more items at this time, they are welcome to purchase as much as they like!!  
 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Here is the link for the latest community events:  https://www.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/community-bulletin-board/  

 

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGwKS3hovQAhVMyGMKHZ6rCLEQjRwIBw&url=http://clipartix.com/weather-clip-art-image-15576/&psig=AFQjCNEyfgVHPqkVMWx-Y_yHRBgKBqqyFA&ust=1478209677764280
http://www.sd35.bc.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/LangleySchoolDistrict.
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/community-bulletin-board/

