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Newsletter # 08                    January 11th, 2018  
 
DATES TO REMEMBER    

Monday, January 15th  Kindergarten Registration 
Monday, January 15th  Collaboration Afteroon – Students dismissed at 1:15 
Thursday, January 18th  Michael Bortolo Workshops – K to Grade 7 
Friday, January 19th  Hot Lunch – MacDonalds/Booster Juice 
Monday, January 22 – 26th  Emergency Preparedness Week 
Friday, January 26th BC Lions Power Smart Assembly 10:30am 
Wednesday, February 7th  Collaboration Afternoon – Students dismissed at 1:15 
Friday, February 9th  Hot Lunch – Boston Pizza/Booster Juice 
Monday, February 12th  Family Day – School closed 
Friday, February 23rd District Pro D Day – no students in attendance 
Monday, February 26th  Report Card Prep Half Day – Students dismissed at 11:05am 
Friday, March 9th  Booster Juice/Cobbs 

 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: “One small positive thought in the morning can change your whole day”. 
 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
WELCOME BACK. HAPPY 2018 
The presents have been unwrapped and played with, new clothes worn, the decorations are almost put away, 
and routines are slowly falling back into place. Welcome back and happy 2018. We hope this will be a 
wonderful year for each and every one of you. 

The students appear to have settled back into their learning with ease. As the week has gone on, however, we 
are seeing some tired faces as everyone adjusts to the routines of life. This is an important term for all our 
students. We appreciate so much when children come to school, on time, well rested, and have had a 
nutritious breakfast. Ensuring your children arrive for school on time helps them to have a positive start to the 
day. They feel a part of the early morning classroom routines, are aware of what the day will bring, and are on 
time for important early morning lessons. 

This is a time to remind ourselves of the importance of spending time reading with our children. When was the 
last time you read with your child? When was the last time your child saw you read for pleasure?  The greatest 
gift we can give to our children is the confidence in handling printed material. In this age of technology, where it 
is so easy to absorb ourselves in online games, videos, and social chats, we often forget just how important 
spending time immersed in a book can be. Kids work hard each day to acquire reading skills. These skills need 
to be reinforced each and every day. Home reading is crucial for success. As we begin 2018, perhaps that is 
something you, as a family can work into your busy lives.  
 
NEW PHONES  
Excitement abounds when students come to school and share that they received their first phone or they got a 
new phone. We know that the phones of today are way more than a phone. Just a reminder that as parents 
and guardians, you need to monitor carefully what your kids are viewing, and messages they are receiving and 
sending whether this is on their phone, iPads, tablets, or gaming devices. This is a great time to remind your 
children of social etiquette and of the digital footprint they are leaving. Many hurt feelings can be avoided 
between kids when kids stop and think of what messages they are sending.  

We also know that a child often gives push back to parents wanting to check what they are doing online. You 
as a parent have the legal right to check what your child is doing until they are of legal age.    
 
RESPECT, CARING, RESPONSIBILITY – THREE IMPORTANT WORDS  
At Dorothy Peacock Elementary, three words guide our practice: respect, care, and responsibility. In our 
classrooms, hallways, and playground our students work hard to learn and understand the importance of these 
words. Reinforcement of these words at home is strongly encouraged.  
 

Dorothy Peacock 

 

Elementary School 
20292 91A Ave. Langley, B. C. V1M 2G2 
Phone:  604-513-8000   
Fax:      604-513-8008 
 

Principal: Ms Joanne Rempel 
Vice Principal: Ms. Dawn Driver 
Principal Emeritus:  Mr. Earl McWilliams 
Secretary: Mrs. Lori Lipp 
PAC  President:  Mrs. Tanya McLachlan 

E-mail:  jrempel@sd35.bc.ca Mission Statement:  Working together as a community, we 
encourage caring, responsibility and a love of learning that will 
last a lifetime. 

School Web Site:  www.sd35.bc.ca/dpe 

District Web Site:   www.sd35.bc.ca 

mailto:jrempel@sd35.bc.ca
http://www.sd35.bc.ca/dpe
http://www.sd35.bc.ca/
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WHEN YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS – WHO SHOULD YOU SEE? 
You our parents, are a valued and important link to what the staff does throughout the day.  If at any time you 
have concerns please remember we are here to help. If it is a concern about something in the classroom, talk 
to the classroom teacher first. If you do not feel you have received satisfaction then you are welcome to bring 
those concerns to administration. If you have concerns about things on the playground or issues that are not 
specific to the classroom please feel free to talk to administration.  It is also important for teachers to know 
important things that have happened to your child. A loss, a change in routine or a change in caregivers are 
examples of things that impact your child’s life and learning. When teachers know, they can help and support 
your child.  We are here to help and support you as we know you are for us. 
 
LICE 
Please continue to be vigilant and check your child’s hair regularly for lice. It is important that if you find them in 
your child’s hair that you treat them right away. Please let the office know so that information can be sent home 
to families in your child’s room. Please remind your child of the importance of not sharing brushes, hoodies, 
and hats.  
 
Earlier in the year, last year, the office loaned out two of our Lice 911 kits.  These kits have not been returned 
and unfortunately we are not sure who ended up with them.  If you have borrowed them, kindly return them to 
the office.  We are not in need of them at this point but would like to have them available if needed. Thank you 
 
 
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 
January begins an important time in schools, planning for the next school year. Kindergarten registration 
begins on Monday, January 15, 2018 for the 2018-2019 school year. Here is some important information to 
consider: 
 
1. All children who will be five years old by December 31, 2018 (children born in 2013) are eligible for the 
Kindergarten program beginning September 4, 2018.  Registrations received after March 31, 2018 will be 
considered late.  Late registration may affect placement in your catchment school due to space limitations. 

2. Lining up at 4:00 a.m. as some families actually did in the past is not necessary.  Years ago, when 
Kindergarten was only half days, parents wanted to ensure that their child got into morning kindergarten 
because of day care reasons or work schedules etc.  This no longer applies.  Kindergarten is full day.  If you 
live in our catchment area your child is entitled to attend our school if you register by March 31, 2018. 
Registrations received after March 31, 2018 may not receive placement in this school, your catchment school 
as a result of space limitations. We do encourage parents to register as early in the year as possible to help 
facilitate the need to hire another teacher if need be.  We DO NOT take requests for specific teachers.  So if 
you think that by being one of the first 20 parents here in the morning to enrol your child, that you will get the 
teacher you want….it is not necessarily so. Classes will be arranged according to the needs of the child and 
other concerns that balance a classroom.   

3. If you are wanting to register your child in the school system and you do not live in our catchment area, you 
must register your child in your catchment area school first and obtain a signed cross boundary form from your 
catchment school principal. You will then bring this signed form, along with your registration form back to our 
school and be placed on a wait list. Priority of acceptance will be determined by time and date of application. It 
may be September before we can let you know if your child is accepted.  If cross boundary families already 
have a child in our school, you will be treated as “in catchment” and your registration will be accepted. 

 4. If Dorothy Peacock Elementary is your catchment school but you want to apply for a cross boundary 
transfer so that your child can attend another school in the district, you MUST register with us with all the 
appropriate documentation. We will then provide you with a signed cross boundary form that you can take with 
you to your desired school. The District will be in contact with you on or before June 13, 2018 to let you know if 
your request has been accepted, denied, or deferred until September, 2018. 

 5. Registration forms are available in the school office. We encourage parents to pick up a package and 
complete it at home (it takes a few minutes to complete).  On registration day, January 15, 2018 please bring: 
the completed registration, your child’s birth certificate, medical card, proof of parent citizenship (birth 
certificate, passport, PR Card etc.) and proof of address (driver’s license, utility bill, bank statement etc.).  If 
parents are not able to come in on January 15th a representative from your family can bring in the completed 
forms and citizenship documents mentioned above.   
 
BASKETBALL 
BASKETBALL season is upon us. We are pleased to announce that we have students interested in learning 
and playing basketball and five teachers who have agreed to coach our grade 6 and 7 boys and girls this 
basketball season. We thank Mr. Dueck, Mr. Knowlson. Mrs. Ghoury, Ms Glynn, and Mrs. Driver for agreeing 
to coach our teams this year.  
 
WINTER OLYMPICS, 2018 
In less than a month, the opening ceremonies for the 2018 Winter Games will have been done and competition 
will be underway. As a school, we want to capture that Olympic Spirit. Plans are in the works so stay tuned for 
more information. 
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JANUARY BRINGS SPECIAL VISITORS TO DPE 
In the month of January, we have two special events happening at our school. 

On Thursday, January 18th, Michael Bortolotto will be here to do workshops with all students K-Grade 7. This 
is Michael’s second visit to DPE. He is an award winning speaker with a mission to help kids:  “rebel against 
misconstructed stories and peer pressure which cause bullying and harmful abuse and embrace all people 
regardless of how unique and different they: are, may be, or appear. Michael himself has Cerebral Palsy but 
despite this he has accomplished great things. 

Friday, January 26th will be declared white, orange, and black day in our school. Why? We have members of 
the BC Lions coming to DPE to do a special assembly on being Power Smart. 

COLLABORATION AFTERNOON is Monday, January 15.  
Students will be dismissed at 1:15 to allow staff time to work on their inquiry questions, new curriculum needs; 
all to help make learning for your children meaningful. 
 
READY, SET, LEARN – HEADS UP 
There is still time to sign up for  Ready Set Learn, a special program for pre-schoolers aged 3 and 4. This is a 
free program which our school has hosted for the past number of years. Each session will be led by Mrs.Tracy 
Marno. Mark these dates on your calendar if you have a 3 or 4 year old or please pass this on to friends and 
family. 
 
Friday, January 19 - 1, 2, 3 and other numbers. 
 
Friday, February 16 - Read to Me 
 
Friday, April 20- Preparing Little Fingers to print 
 
All sessions will run from 1:30-2:30 p.m. in our school library. Please call the school office to register or you 
can email Mrs Lipp at llipp@sd35.bc.ca. You may attend all or just a few. Registering is important so Mrs. 
Marno has enough supplies for all the children. 
 
PAC NEWS 
PAC NEWSLETTER 
Please see attached newsletter from the PAC for up to date information. 
 
ROOM PARENTS STILL NEEDED!  
Room parents help out with hot lunches (about one Friday per month), Menchies Mondays (once per month, at 
about 2 PM), special events, occasional classroom activities, and possibly some field trips. The time 
commitment is fairly small, often just 20-30 minutes per month, and it's a great way to get to know your child's 
teachers and classmates. Even if you're not available on Fridays or Mondays, you can still help.  
 
Many of our room parents are only available one day of the week, so additional room parents are still needed 
for almost all divisions. Please consider helping out in your child's classroom, even once a month.  
 
Please let us know if you can help out .   Thank you!  
And a big thank you to our current room parents - it's greatly appreciated!  
 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 
There are several upcoming events in our community.  Please have a look at the attached notices for more 
information.  Also, you can keep informed of all future community events by clicking on the link below to our 
community bulletin board.  
 
The link is:  https://www.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/community-bulletin-board/ 
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