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Newsletter # 05                 October 30th, 2017  
 
DATES TO REMEMBER    

Tuesday, October 31st Book Fair – see below for times 
Wednesday, November 1st 1 hour early dismissal – Parent Teacher Interviews 
Thursday, November 2nd  1 hour early dismissal – Parent Teacher Interviews 
Thursday, November 9th  Remembrance Day Assembly 10:45am 
Friday, November 10th  School NOT in Session 
Monday, November 13th  Remembrance Day Stat Holiday 
Friday, November 17th  Photo Retakes 
Friday, November 17th  Hot Lunch – Montana’s/Cobs 
Tuesday, November 21st  Collaboration Afternoon – Students dismissed at 1:15pm 
Monday, November 27th Report Card Prep Half Day – Students dismissed at 11:05am 
Friday, December 15th  First Formal Report Card Home 
Thursday, December 21st  Primary Christmas Concert 
Friday, December 22nd Last Day Prior to Winter Break 
Monday, January 8th  School opens after Winter Break 

 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: “When Black Cats prowl and pumpkins gleam, may luck be yours on Halloween” 
 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Another busy week is upon us. Hallowe’en, FSA (Grades 4 & 7), Book Fair, Parent Techer 
Conferences, and preparation for Remembrance Day. No wonder time feels like it is flying by. 
 
Today, we finally completed our Emergency Preparedness Week. During our Emergency Preparedness week, 
the weatherman chose the day we had planned our fire drill to bring heavy rain resulting in us cancelling the 
drill. On this beautiful Monday morning, the school practiced a fire drill. We were extremely proud of the way 
the students conducted themselves today. 
 
Please note: Young Rembrandts Art Class WILL be held on Tuesday, October 31. 
 
The Grade 7 Girls’ Volleyball Game has been cancelled for Tuesday, October 31. A new dated has not yet 
been chosen. 
 
Reminder that Wednesday, November 1 and Thursday, November 2 are early dismissal days to facilitate 
Parent Teacher conferences. Students will be dismissed at 1:30pm on these days. 
 
STANDARD TIME 

This Sunday, at 2:00 a.m., don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour. If we go to bed at the 
same time we usually do we will gain an hour of sleep turning our clocks back. 
 

HALLOWE’EN IS COMING  
Tomorrow, October 31st, we have been warned that some very special people will be filling our desks and 
tables: sports heroes, famous people, cartoon characters, doctors, and vampires to name a few. Excitement is 
definitely building. At 1:15 p.m., our annual Hallowe’en parade will take place. Your child’s teacher will let you 
know of any other special event that has been planned for this day and when they wish to have your children 
dressed in costume. In selecting costumes, we ask that costumes do not reflect violence (no guns, knives, or 
weapons) as some children find these costumes very disturbing. Last year, clown masks were also added to 
the list, as for many children they are so frightening. Our hope is to make this a fun day for all our students. 
You are more than welcome to join us for our school wide parade. Please note that if your family does not 
celebrate Hallowe’en or your child does not wish to dress up that is absolutely fine. If your child just does not 
want to dress up we will encourage them to be part of the parade anyway. 
 
Just a reminder that students in Grades 1-3 will be walking to Langley Gardens at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Dorothy Peacock 

 

Elementary School 
20292 91A Ave. Langley, B. C. V1M 2G2 
Phone:  604-513-8000   
Fax:      604-513-8008 
 

Principal: Ms Joanne Rempel 
Vice Principal: Ms. Dawn Driver 
Principal Emeritus:  Mr. Earl McWilliams 
Secretary: Mrs. Lori Lipp 
PAC  President:  Mrs. Tanya McLachlan 

E-mail:  jrempel@sd35.bc.ca Mission Statement:  Working together as a community, we 
encourage caring, responsibility and a love of learning that will 
last a lifetime. 

School Web Site:  www.sd35.bc.ca/dpe 

District Web Site:   www.sd35.bc.ca 
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MOVIE NIGHT  
A huge thank you to the PAC fund raising committee for organizing our first Movie Night of the year. To the 
families that were able to come, thank you. Everyone appeared to have a really good time. All proceeds for this 
evening are going towards the new playground. 
 
ALL THAT SUGAR  
Once the excitement of Hallowe’en is over and the bags of candy are in your home, we are asking 
for your help. Please monitor the candy that comes to school over the coming days and weeks. We 
would encourage the candy to be saved for after school hours. Learning is at its best when students have 
healthy snacks not sugar loaded snacks. Thanks for your help. 
 
HALLOWE’EN FIREWORKS SAFETY  
Every Hallowe’en, children and adults are seriously injured by fireworks. On occasion, fireworks can even kill. It 
is illegal for any person under the age of eighteen to even be in possession of fireworks of any kind. Please 
discuss the legal and safety implications of fireworks with your children. Any fireworks brought on school 
property will be confiscated. At school, the children have been instructed not to touch anything they see but to 
let staff know immediately. 
 
PARENT - TEACHER CONFERENCES  
Wednesday and Thursday, November 1 and 2 are important days for our school, a time for you to meet with 
your child’s teacher. While online registration has now closed it is not too late to book an appointment. Please 
contact Mrs. Lipp, in the school office, to book a time. Home and school communication is a vital link to your 
child’s success at school. Teachers have set aside time Thursday evening to be available to meet with you to 
learn more about your child/children and to let you know how things are going so far this year. The first formal 
report of this year will be sent home on December 15th. 
 
SPIRIT WEAR  
Coming home to you today is information on ordering School Spirit wear. It has been a few years since the 
PAC has offered you the opportunity to order clothing. We look forward to seeing lots of kids dressed in 
hoodies and t-shirts; showing their DPE pride. 
 
REMEMBRANCE DAY ASSEMBLY  
This Remembrance Day commemorates the 100th anniversary of Vimy Ridge and Paschendale. Each year on 
November 11th people gather at cenotaphs or stop at their work places to remember our veterans. They are 
our grandfathers, brothers, mothers and sisters, neighbours; our true heroes. Canada's Veterans by their: 
courage, dedication, service and sacrifices have kept us strong, proud and free. Each day we are reminded 
just how fragile life is and how we must all, now more than ever, work for peace. Please join us on Thursday, 
November 9th at 10:45 as Division 1 & 2 lead us in this special assembly. At the end of the assembly, each 
student will receive a poppy. Donations for the poppies will be collected on Thursday morning. All donations go 
the Canadian Legion’s Poppy Fund. “Our contributions directly support Canada’s Veterans and their families, 
while ensuring Canada never forgets.” 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL CONSULTATION 
Walnut Grove Middle School Update Meeting October 18, 2017 
Mal Gill, Assistant Superintendent, invited PAC’s and Administrators from the Walnut Grove region to update 
schools on the process for transition to middle schools in our region. At this meeting, the two motions passed 
by the Board during the May 30, 2017 public meeting specific to our region were shared. The motions read as 
follows: 
 
Motion 1: That the Board of Education directs staff to establish a Transition Committee to report back to the 
Board by March 2018 with an implementation plan for establishing the middle school model in the Walnut 
Grove community which will include a timeline, facility change requirements and education programming 
implications. 
 
Motion 2: That the Board of Education directs staff to request Ministry of Education capital funding in the year 
Capital Plan submission for acquisition of a site for construction of a middle school and sufficient funds to 
renovate an elementary school to a second middle school facility. 
 
The main points of the presentation included that the school district believes in the middle model and are 
moving ahead with plans to transition all families of schools as resources will allow. Specifically, for the Walnut 
Grove region, staff and trustees heard the recommendations from our community during consultations and 
has, as per motion 2, requested the acquisition of a site for construction of a new middle and sufficient funds to 
renovate an elementary school to a second middle school facility. Although, it has been published that West 
Langley has been chosen as the second site, final recommendations have not been made to convert any 
elementary school. The district will await a response from the ministry before making final decisions regarding 
the transition of an elementary school to a middle school facility. In addition, land cannot be acquired until the 
approval process from the ministry is complete. 
 
The PAC, after an informative presentation from the principal and vice principal of Yorkson Creek Middle 
School, provided feedback regarding the following two questions: 
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1. Langley School District is moving towards a middle school structures (timeline to be determined)--With the 
current grade structure, what middle opportunities are possible? 
 
2. Additional Considerations 
 
Our family of school administrative teams will work closely with their schools to begin the process, within our 
current K-7 and 8-12 structure, to implement some aspects of the middle school pillars so that our children can 
begin to benefit from the middle experience. Once the ministry provides some direction regarding the motion 
requesting support for funding for a new middle and money towards the renovation of a current elementary 
school, a transition team will be created and the hard work of timelines, facility change requirements and 
education programming implications will commence. 
 
GRADE 7 GRAD WEAR  
Just a reminder to all Grade Seven students, that your Grad Wear order is due on Monday, November 6. Two 
options to pay are available; one by cheque and one online. Which either way you pay you must return the 
blue order form to the school on Monday. Please remind your child to try on the clothing before you order. 
There are no refunds or exchanges. 
 
SAY CHEESE - INDIVIDUAL STUDENT PHOTO RETAKES 
Friday, November 17th is scheduled for anyone wanting their child to have a photo retake.   
 
NEWS FROM OUR LIBRARY 
Mark your calendar—Fall Scholastic Book Fair October 31 – November 2 

Dorothy Peacock’s Scholastic Book Fair will be held in the library: 

Tuesday, October 31                  2:30-3:30 pm 

Wednesday, November 1                1:30-5 pm 

Thursday, November 2              1:30-7 pm 

 The Fair will also be open at lunch time on Wednesday and Thursday. 

We will be open for an hour after school on Halloween and for all of the time scheduled for parent conferences 
on Wednesday and Thursday.  

Come and browse the colourful selection of high-interest books for all ages. Say hi to Geronimo Stilton.  Enter 
to win $25 worth of books. All Dorothy Peacock students benefit from purchases at the fair—book fair proceeds 
help us buy books and supplies for the library.  

****Volunteers are very much needed for the fair after school on Tuesday, and on Wednesday and Thursday 
at lunch and after school.  Even an hour is appreciated—please contact Mrs. Perkins at sperkins@sd35.bc.ca 

Information About School Status During Inclement Weather 

Snow closures and power outages are an annual occurrence in Langley School District.  So where do you go to 

get information about the status of schools during periods of inclement weather?  If you are able to access the 

internet via computer or smartphone, current information about Langley schools can be accessed at 

www.sd35.bc.ca.  Alerts regarding school status will appear as a banner at the top of the District website and 

all school websites.  Clicking on ‘More Details’ will provide more information.  We will also post updates to 

Twitter @LangleySchools and Facebook www.Facebook.com/LangleySchoolDistrict. 

If you don't have internet connectivity, but your phone is working, call a relative or friend in an area that has 

not been affected by the storm and ask them to check the district website for you.  Current information is also 

recorded on the Langley School District's Information Hotline at 604-532-1453. (Do not hang up if your call is 

not connected right away).  Local radio stations are also informed of school status in Langley. Tune in to 

CKWX 1130 AM, CKNW 980 AM, Country Radio 107.1 FM or CBC 690 AM for updates. 

Please note that Langley District schools are all considered 'open' until a decision to close is required. 

Decisions on school closures are usually made by 6:30am.  As always, it is a parent's decision whether to send 

their child to school based on safety and individual circumstances.  If you feel it is unsafe for you or your child 

to travel to or attend an open school for any reason, please keep your child home and report an absence to the 

school. 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
There are several upcoming events in our community.  Please have a look at the attached notices for more 
information.  Also, you can keep informed of all future community events by clicking on the link below to our 
community bulletin board.  
 
The link is:  https://www.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/community-bulletin-board/ 
 
 
PAC NEWS 
ROOM PARENTS STILL NEEDED! 
Room parents help out with hot lunches (about one Friday per month), Menchies Mondays, special events like 
the Harvest Lunch on Oct. 31, occasional classroom activities, and possibly some field trips. The time 
commitment is fairly small, often just 20-30 minutes per month, and it's a great way to get to know your child's 
teachers and classmates. Even if you're not available on Fridays or Mondays, you may still be able to 
participate, for example for our (Tuesday) Harvest Lunch.  
 
Many of our room parents so far are only available one day of the week, so alternate room parents are still 
needed for almost all divisions. Please consider helping out in your child's classroom.  
 
Room parents will especially be needed on Tuesday October 31, for our annual Harvest Lunch (grades K-3) 
and the pot luck luncheon (grades 4-7).  
 
Please let us know if you can help out. 
Thank you!  
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