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Newsletter # 03                 October 12th, 2017  
 
DATES TO REMEMBER    

Friday, October 13th  Hot Lunch – Subway/Cobs 
Thursday, October 19th  Great BC Shake Out 
Friday, October 20th Pro D Day – Students not in attendance 
Monday, October 23rd  Collaboration Afternoon – Students dismissed at 1:15pm 
Wednesday, November 1st 1 hour early dismissal – Parent Teacher Interviews 
Thursday, November 2nd  1 hour early dismissal – Parent Teacher Interviews 
Thursday, November 9th  Remembrance Day Assembly 10:45am 
Friday, November 10th  School NOT in Session 
Monday, November 13th  Remembrance Day Stat Holiday 
Friday, November 17th  Hot Lunch – Montana’s/Cobs 
Tuesday, November 21st  Collaboration Afternoon – Students dismissed at 1:15pm 
Monday, November 27th Report Card Prep Half Day – Students dismissed at 11:05am 

 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK:  “Be the kind of person that you want to meet”. 
 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
OUR FIRST EVER HOLD & SECURE AND LOCK DOWN 
Wednesday, October 4 is a day some of us hope never repeats itself; our first real Hold & Secure and 
Lockdown. What we had reinforced was what an amazing parent community we have and that your children 
are guided each and every day by a group of committed individuals who are here not just to educate your 
children but to keep them feeling safe and secure. The staff of DPE were absolutely amazing during this time. 
Some children did not even know there was anything to be concerned about. The RCMP who were with us for 
most of the day, were so complimentary of the way the school handled this situation.  
 
Just after school started, the school office received a call from the RCMP, advising us that they would be in the 
area looking for a person of interest but they were not putting us into a “Hold & Secure.” (Hold & Secure 
means that all activity, inside the school, continues as normal, but no one is to be outside. If a class is outside, 
they must come back into the building. Any exterior classroom doors that are open are closed.) There had 
been a robbery in the community and they were looking for the person(s) responsible. Right after the office 
received the call, a staff member came to the office concerned over a person they had seen in the school. The 
RCMP were contacted and within minutes they were onsite. Once the police arrived they took over. Based on 
the information given to them by a parent and staff members, they immediately put us into Hold & Secure. 
The School Board Office was notified. The RCMP then asked for a full Lock Down so that they could do a 
search of the entire building. The School Board Office was notified of this change in status. (A Lock Down 
means that: all normal activity, inside the school stops, all interior classroom doors are locked, the windows 
into the hallways are covered, students and staff gather in one part of the classroom and the lights are 
dimmed.) Once the search was conducted, the RCMP lifted the Lock Down but kept us in Hold and Secure. 
Once again the School Board office was notified. Hold & Secure was maintained until the end of lunch hour 
when the RCMP believed the risk of harm to anyone was over. We cannot thank the RCMP enough for all they 
did for us during this time. 
 
Important things for you to know: 
 
1) First and foremost is ensuring your children are safe. 
 
2) Our outside washrooms are never open during school time. 
 
3) No person was caught inside our outside washrooms. 
 
4) The only exterior doors that are unlocked during the whole school day are the front doors and the exterior 
door in the West Wing so that the students in the portables have access to washrooms. 
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5) At recess and lunch the exterior doors in South Wing (by the gym) are opened so students have access to 
the washrooms and water fountains. Once the bell goes and students are back inside, the doors are closed. 
 
6) Staff knows that if they open the exterior door of their classroom that they must ensure it is closed if the 
class leaves the room. 
 
7) If you come to the school in the middle of a Lock Down or Hold & Secure, you will NOT be allowed entry into 
the building. The RCMP will not allow you to take your child during a Hold & Secure or Lock Down. (Your child 
is safer inside the building that has been searched, than to be outside where a danger may still exist.) 
 
8) Communication sent out to you must be approved by the SBO and the RCMP. 
 
9) Spreading information over social media that has not come from the school, the school board    office, or the 
RCMP adds greater confusion and harm to an already stressful situation. Many parents received wrong 
information causing panic and creating unnecessary stress and worry. 
 
10) Calling the school office during a Hold & Secure or Lock Down creates extreme difficulty as the phone lines 
become jammed, leaving the RCMP and the school without a phone line. 
 
11) In this world of instant information, it is often not safe or wise for the school to immediately release 
information that it is in a Lock Down or Hold & Secure. Once again that is up to the discretion of the RCMP. 
Problems are created when unconfirmed and/or misinformation is released!! 
 
12) Communication of the events will be sent to you once the situation is resolved or if the RCMP feel you 
need immediate information. All communication must be approved by the RCMP and the School Board Office.   
 
WHEN YOU HAVE A QUESTION OR CONCERN 
One of our goals is to work to make your child’s learning journey successful. It is important that close home to 
school communication be maintained. If your child comes home with a concern or complaint it is important to 
be sure you have all the information you can before making a judgment or decision. If it is something that has 
happened in the classroom, your child’s teacher is the first place to start. A phone call to the teacher well 
before or after school is best. Calling the teacher just as the bell rings makes it difficult for him/her to have a 
conversation with you as their attention is focused on getting the children into their classrooms and settled 
ready to begin work. If your family has an emergency (serious illness, death, loss of a pet) it is important for 
your child’s teacher to know that as well. These situations can and often do impact your child’s learning. We 
always work to keep all discussions confidential. Asking the school’s Administrative Assistant for advice makes 
it very difficult for all parties to maintain this confidentiality as many ears, often ones that are not easily seen, 
are around and listening to these conversations. Again, these discussions begin with the classroom 
teacher. Once you have contacted the teacher and if you are still not satisfied that is when you need to talk 
with Ms Rempel.  
 
I KNOW THEY SHOULD BE IN SCHOOL BUT…… 
During the school year, parents sometimes take their children out of school to accompany them on business 
trips or on a holiday. We as a staff understand that at times these extended absences are necessary. What is 
difficult for teachers is when they are asked to prepare homework packages for students so they do not “fall 
behind” while they are away. No matter what homework package is prepared, parents must realize that when 
children miss school for long periods of time, they will be behind. The learning that happens in the classroom, 
on a day- to-day basis, cannot be duplicated. Teachers have long- range goals and unit plans which are 
changed and modified on a weekly and sometimes daily basis to reflect the needs of the class. This daily 
assessment and teaching is impossible to duplicate in a homework package. For these reasons, when you 
make the decision to take your child out of school for an extended period of time to accompany you on a 
business trip or for a vacation, teachers are not in the position to provide assignments for your children. 
Remember that the experiences your children have while away with you cannot be duplicated in a classroom 
either. When you decide to take your child out of school what are some ways you can help them?  

The following are some ideas you might wish to consider as you plan for your children’s educational needs 
while you are away. 

• Read. Set aside some time each day to read. Visit the bookstore before you leave and make some 
choices together. Read with your children. Classroom books and school library books are not loaned 
out to students who are on extended absences for holidays during school time. 

• Keep a journal, create a scrapbook, or, have them make a sketchbook of the special places you visit 

and the things you see and do. You will be amazed how creative your children can be while at the 
same time reinforcing their writing skills. 

• Use technology. Have your children take digital pictures and/or movies. Keep a diary of when and 
where the pictures were taken and once you are home have them create their own slideshow. 

• Apply their math skills in practical ways. Give them a certain amount of money to spend and plan a 
day’s activities. If you are driving, keep track of the cost of fuel. Compare and contrast the prices 
between cities and countries and tabulate the total cost of fuel. Converting money from one currency to 
another and learning the different time zones are other valuable learning opportunities.  
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Once your children are back at school, they are welcome to bring and share what they have done with their 
classmates. As teachers have not assigned the work nor set the criteria for the assessment, they will not be 
marking or evaluating your children’s work.  As parents, it is your right to decide to take your child out of school 
during the time they are scheduled to be in school. Once you have made that decision then you must also 
accept the responsibility for your children’s education during that absence.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to call or email Ms Rempel. 

NEW LOOKS TO CLASSROOMS 
Classrooms are changing. Many stories come through the news about how businesses are changing the 
structure of their work places. Many of you may be working in a very different looking office than you did even 
a few years go. Classrooms are no different. Many of our classrooms are now moving away from having 
students sit at their own individual desks and/or in rows. Tables, large and or small; flexible seating are being 
introduced to classrooms. As we move more to collaborating and working together rather than on our own the 
need for individual desks is changing too.  You may also notice a change in the colours that are used to 
decorate classrooms and/or how a teacher uses lighting. These changes do not mean that students are not 
learning. How a teacher chooses to structure his/her classroom is up to them. Teachers work to learn how your 
child learns best and will then work to accommodate their learning needs and styles. If you have questions or 
concerns about the learning environment your child’s teacher has chosen to offer him/her, please do not 
hesitate to ask him/her. 
 
NEW CURRICULUM   
Are you thinking that what and how your child is learning is different than you remember? Are you wondering 
why your child does not bring worksheets home?  Are you wondering what it means when you hear that your 
child will be learning coding? Have you spent time looking at the BC Ministry of Educations Website to learn 
about the new curriculum? We invite you to visit the website to learn how the new curriculum moves kids 
beyond the all important literacy skills: reading, writing, and numeracy to include: “New Skills & Knowledge”. 
By applying their skills and knowledge in new, often interdisciplinary situations, students will develop: Critical 
thinking and problem-solving, Collaboration and leadership; Communication and digital literacy; Personal and 
social responsibility; Creativity and innovation; and Global and cultural understanding. Aboriginal 
Perspectives and knowledge are an important part of the historical foundation of both B.C. and Canada, and 
will be integrated into every subject in the new curriculum. All students will have opportunities to better 
understand and respect a variety of cultures, both their own and others.  
 
CORE COMPETENCIES   
To help B.C.’s students thrive in today’s changing world, core competencies are a focus. These critical skills 
are the basis of our education system, and the key components of developing an educated citizen. Students 
will develop the intellectual, personal, social and emotional skills required to engage deeply in their learning 
and succeed in work, and in life.” 
If at any time you have questions or concerns about what your child is being taught please do not hesitate to 
contact your child’s teacher. 
 
HOMEWORK BLUES   
Sitting in a desk or at tables all day, pushing yourself to follow routines and expectations, focusing on lessons 
and completing the assigned work is hard and tiring. At 2:30, your kids are tired. Research tells us that doing 
drill sheets does not help kids learn. What helps kids is: being outside playing and releasing energy, reading 
books for enjoyment, playing a number game, or a word game like Scrabble, exploring or working on a passion 
project or attending an extra curricular activity whether it be in sports, music, art, Scouts, Guides, or Cadets. 
Research is split on the benefits of homework, but more and more it is showing that the families and kids are 
dealing with way to much stress over the completion of work that is often considered to be “busy” work. (By 
homework, we are not including work that should have been completed in class time and the child chose not to 
use that time wisely nor does it include special projects they are given to enrich their learning.)  If you have 
questions or concerns about the homework your child is or is not receiving, please contact his/her teacher. 
 
FOUNDATION SKILLS ASSESSMENT GRADES 4 AND 7  
This year, for the first time, the Foundation Skills Assessment normally given to students in Grades 4 and 7 in 
February has been moved to October. Over the next few weeks all students in Grades 4 – 7 are expected to 
write these tests. A letter from the Superintendent of Schools will be sent home to all parents in Grades 4 and 
7. 
 
CROSS COUNTRY SEASON ENDED -TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2017 
Running through the trails of Aldergrove Lake and meeting other kids, has been part of the fun that the 
members of our Cross Country team experienced. We are so proud of our team, their commitment, and quiet 
determination. On Tuesday, October 10th Cross Country came to an end with the final race. Runners had to 
qualify to run in the final by placing in the top eight of their grade in any or all of the season races. A special 
thank you to Mr. Knowlson, for sponsoring this extra-curricular activity. To our parent drivers, thank you for 
helping us get to the lake and being our cheer leaders.  
 
 
INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL PHOTOS 
By now you should have received your child’s photo proof.  All orders are due back to the school or online by 
Thursday, October 19th.  Orders can still be placed online after this day, but will have an additional fee. 
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MOTHER NATURE 
After a fabulous summer and early fall, Mother Nature is warning us of a return to rainy weather. As much as 
possible we encourage children to go outside during recess and lunch. Physically and mentally this 
gives the students a much needed break. It gets the blood flowing and prepares them for more 
learning during the remainder of the day. We need your help to ensure that children are dressed 
for the weather so they can go outside to play and not try to hide inside washrooms to keep dry. 
 
EXTRA SET OF CLOTHES 
During the wet, rainy season, the students go out to play unless it is raining really hard. Many of the 
younger students tend to get wet while playing outside. We recommend that parents put a change of 
clothes…socks, pants, top…. in their youngster’s back pack for just this kind of emergency. This will eliminate 
calls home for dry clothes.  
 
SAFETY 
As we settle into the new school year it is important that we remind you of some very important safety issues. 
We ask everyone to think carefully and to support us as we work to keep your children safe to and from school 
and on the playground. 
 
PARKING LOT ETIQUETTE 
Parking lots can be very dangerous places. Little people, excited about coming to and leaving school do not 
always stop and think. As the adults, we are the ones who kids watch and copy. Do you speed through the 
upper parking lot? Do you cross from the lower parking lot to the upper parking lot without using the 
crosswalks? Do you park in the drive through lane of the upper parking lot? Do you park in the entrance or exit 
to the school parking lot making it difficult for the bus and other drivers to turn in? Do you park in the upper 
parking lot, in front of classrooms, with your engine running waiting for your kids? Do you let your child out on 
the driver’s side of the upper parking lot? Do you park in the handicap spots without a handicap sign? These 
are all things we and your children see on a daily basis. If you answered yes to any of these questions we just 
ask you to stop and think about the safety of all children. We are working to keep ALL children safe but we 
need your help. 
 
USE THE PATHWAY 
Do you and your child cross 204th? If so, we ask you to use the pathway not 91A. The Township narrowed 
204th and created a walking pathway to the school to make travel safe. We ask you to please use this pathway 
not 91A. 
 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS WEEK 
Keeping your children safe is a top priority for everyone at this school. You as parents, your children, and the 
staff need and want to know that DPE is a place where everyone can and does feel safe and secure and that 
we are prepared as best we can be for any emergency. Throughout the school year, every school in Langley 
practices emergency procedures in case a real emergency does occur, the students and staff know what to 
expect. Fire, earthquake, and lock-down evacuation drills are conducted on a regular basis to help prepare our 
school should an emergency ever happen. These drills are not meant to scare children but to give them the 
knowledge they need should an emergency occur. Teachers spend time teaching the students both classroom 
and school expectations. During the week of October 16-19, we will practice fire, earthquake, and lockdown 
procedures. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call me at the school. These are 
the dates for the scheduled drills. 
 
 

DRILL DATE TIME 

Lock Down Drill…..Perimeter Lock Down Monday, October 16 9:50 a.m. 

Lock Down Drill…Full Lock Down Tuesday, October 17 2:10 p.m. 

Fire Drill…Weather Permitting Wednesday, October 18 2:00 p.m. 

Earthquake Drill…Shake Out BC…. 

Evacuate Weather Permitting 

Thursday, October 19 9:30 a.m. 

 
 
PHONE CALLS HOME – CHECK YOUR MESSAGES 
Sometimes your child’s teacher or your child will call home. The staff will and the students are told that if no 
one answers, to leave a voice message. Parents, if you see the school’s phone number on your call display …. 
please, please, please …. check your messages before calling the school back. All our classrooms have 
telephones. The office has no idea which one of your children has called home if they call from their room & 
must now hunt around the school for the person who called. This can be very time consuming especially if you 
have more than one child in the school. Your cooperation is very much appreciated.  
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PAC NEWS 
ROOM PARENTS STILL NEEDED! 
Room parents help out with hot lunches (about one Friday per month), Menchies Mondays, occasional 
classroom activities, and possibly some field trips. The time commitment is fairly small, often just 20-30 
minutes per month, and it's a great way to get to know your child's teachers and classmates. Even if you're not 
available on Fridays or Mondays, you may still be able to participate. 
 
The following divisions still do not have any room parents at all: 
Div 1 - Ms. Rempel/Mrs. Driver 
Div 4 - Ms. Ghoury 
Div 8 - Mrs. Woelders/Ms. Shin 
Div 16 - Ms. Roberts 
Div 17 - Ms. Goghill 
Most of the other divisions could also use more room parents, as many parents are only available certain days. 
 
Our first Hot Lunch day is tomorrow, Friday, Oct. 13th and we still need more parents to help with it. 
Please let us know if you can help out. Thank you! 
 
The DPE PAC wishes to thank  COBS Bread, Walnut Gate for their generous donation of $548.00, recently 
presented to us by Owner/Franchisee/Baker Andrew Silver on behalf of COBS’  Dough Raiser Program 
 whereby the store donates 5% of your purchase to our DPE PAC every time someone buys their baked goods 
and mentions DPE!  Thank-you to our community bread lovers for choosing the DPE donation option when you 
visit COBS! 
 
COORDINATORS (2) AND GENERAL VOLUNTEERS (SEVERAL) ARE NEEDED FOR THE DPE SPIRIT 
WEAR PROGRAM!  
The PAC is seeking 2 volunteers to coordinate the DPE Spirit Wear Program. The role of the Coordinator(s) 
will be to oversee the purchase and sales of DPE Spirit Wear between now and early December. This will 
include advertising the Spirit Wear for sale; scheduling try-on dates at the school; collecting and submitting 
student orders; and finally distributing the Spirit Wear to the students.  Parents or Guardians who are 
interested in this volunteer opportunity may sign up online via facebook (DPE PAC) or contact the PAC 
Volunteer Coordinator, Sandra  at bholcik@telus.net.  
 

 
 

The PAC is presenting Halloween Family Movie Night 
 

What: Hotel Transylvania 2 
When: Friday October 27, 2017 

Time: Doors Open at 6:00pm, Movie Starts at 6:30pm 
Where: DPE Gym 

Cost: $20 per family, no individual tickets will be sold.                                                               
This is a family event, no drop offs please. *If you would like to bring extra 

children who are not in your family, there is a $5 charge for each child. These 
children must be supervised by you. 

 
Tickets will be sold on munchalunch.com, after school starting October 19th-27th, 

and on movie night from 5:45pm-6:30pm. 
We will have a concession and music. Please feel free to wear your Halloween 

costume or pyjamas, bring blankets, sleeping bags, pillows, stuffies. 
*All proceeds go towards the playground fund* 

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the PAC at 

pacdpe@gmail.com 
 

http://www.cobsbread.com/local-bakery/walnut-gate-langley/cobs-blog/2015/08/11/every-baker-has-a-story-andrew-from-cobs-walnut-gate
http://www.cobsbread.com/cobs-cares/dough-raiser-program
mailto:bholcik@telus.net
mailto:pacdpe@gmail.com

